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Initial Post: A Reflection on My Learning Throughout the Course
This course has been significant in my learning process. This is because through it so far, I have gained a lot of knowledge and acquired great academic research skills that I am sure will be of great use in my future academic life and even career. In this course, I have learned how to identify appropriate sources to use when writing an academic paper. The course has been a great marathon on selecting and scrutinizing sources for relevance and application to my topic of research and, through this process of searching for materials and selecting the most appropriate ones, I have learned the skill of sieving wheat from the chaff. I have learned that the best materials are peer-reviewed sources that have been written and accepted by experts.
I have also learned that when doing research, it is good to have a variety of both qualitative and quantitative materials or sources that support a topic and that way, you get a balanced idea or balanced arguments about the topic you are researching. However, this does not mean that only academic sources that are qualitative or quantitative are the best for supporting appoints or arguments in an academic paper. I have learned that even institutional, organizational and governmental resources are equally good sources of information that can be used to support the arguments in an academic paper. Therefore, I have learned the skill of balancing sources and using a variety of sources in my academic papers.
Through the insightful discussion responses, I have been receiving from my course mates and from the teacher, I have learned that topics in the academic world can be approached from different angles. Therefore, I have learned the skill of appreciating other people’s opinions on a topic and how to use such different opinions to strengthen my own arguments. These skills will help me in doctoral courses as I look forward to engaging in further research. I feel that I need to sharpen my skills on the best way of selecting the best academic sources out of millions available in Libraries and electronic sources. I need to sharpen my skills on gauging the credibility and reliability of sources before using them in academic research. This is because I have learned that not all scholarly material is reliable and credible. Some differ in quality.
